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IMPORTANT NOTICE TO MEMBERS

REGARDING SPECIALTY DRUGS
Specialty drugs entails a category of drugs that are used to treat certain diseases such as cancer, diabetes, asthma, COPD, rheumatoid arthritis, crohns, HIV, and hemophilia.  Typically, these drugs are very expensive and getting the proper dosage and medication sometimes takes additional time.  Whenever the cost of single drug exceeds $1,000 for a 30-day supply, the prior approval provisions of the plan do apply .   

· Your provider will be required to contact the MEDCO Pharmacy to obtain approval for these drugs and these drugs will be dispensed by MEDCO in the future instead of being paid as a major medial expense at 80%. Information and forms are available on line at www.accredohealth.com/home.
· Part of the approval process may include Step Therapy which requires using other medications typically used for treating your specific condition (if they have not already been tried) prior to advancing to a new “specialty” drug.

· Insuring that the “specialty drug” is being dispensed to treat the condition for which it was developed according to the product labeling.

“Specialty Drugs” in traditional insured plans often have member coinsurance of 20 to 25% or are not covered at all.  Coinsurance of 20% or more can be prohibitively expensive for the member.  Under the NHAI Plan, by dispensing specialty drugs through Medco, there are a number of advantages:

· The member copay will be pro-rated depending on the quantity issued based on the retail and mail order copay for other drugs.

· Your out of pocket liability for prescription drugs, including specialty drugs, will remain at the current level ($1,500).  Most plans have NO out of pocket limit on Rx copays!

By using “Medco’s Accredo Specialty Pharmacists”, additional expertise is made available to your providers to assist them in determining the appropriate dosage and medications for your situation.  Please advise your providers of this requirement so that they can contact MEDCO directly if they are prescribing a “specialty medication”.    A copy of the Specialty Drug list can be found at www.nhai.net 
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